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Take a trip back to the early 1900's when steam
ruled the rails. Hear the whistles blow as the
train makes its way down the track where coal
was once king. With its truly unique shop
complex, nearly 100-year-old station, and early
20th century motive power, the East Broad Top
Railroad is a must-see with something for
everyone.

Founded in 1856, East Broad Top began as one
of many narrow gauge railways carrying
lumber, ore, coal, and passengers. Old number
14 puffed and snorted between Mount Union
and Woodvale for several decades, but by 1956,
the EBT was the last operating narrow gauge
steam line east of the Mississippi. The railroad
was forced to shut down that same year due to
slumping coal demand and competition from
roadways.

That's when the Kovalchick Salvage Company
of Indiana, PA purchased the EBT chose to
preserve the railway for future generations. In
1960 the first tourist train was run. Named a
National Historic Landmark in 1964, the EBT is
also the most complete railroad site in North
America.

Come to the East Broad Top RR and ride
behind an original narrow gauge locomotive
which once hauled coal back and forth on the
very same tracks nearly a hundred years earlier.
Sit in seats that once reserved for the company
president. Ride in the cupola of the caboose
and get a real feeling for what it was like back in
the days when coal was king.



RIDETHEEASTBROADTOPRR
Theoldest operatingnarrowgauge steamrailroad in theUSA

TheEastBroadTopRailroad&CoalCompany (EBT)was originally charteredonApril 16, 1856 tomine and
transport coal from rich fields of BroadTopMountain.Due to lackof funding, however, the railroaddidnot
becomea reality until fifteen years laterwhen theRockhill Iron&CoalCompany (RIC)was incorporated.
The founders, a groupof Philadelphia businessmen, bought a controlling interest inEBTstock, andmade
plans to construct a narrowgauge railway.The linewas opened fromMt.Union toRockhill Furnace on
August 30, 1873, andwas completed in 1874 to the company townof Robertsdalewhichwasdeveloping
aroundRockhillNo. 1Mine. In 1891, the trackswere extended to anewmine atWoodvale.Trainsmade
several daily runs toMt.Unionwhere coalwas transferred to the standardgauge cars of thePennsylvania
Railroad.

AtRockhill, the companybuilt an extensive shops complex andenginehouse.With its steam-generated and
belt-drivenmachinery, theEBTwas almost totally self-sufficient,maintaining its rolling stock andcontructing
its own freight cars. As the railroadprospered, passenger servicewas expanded to includepublic excursions as
well as transport of miners. In the early 1900's, the trackage andbridgeswere substantially rebuilt, including
an early concrete arch railwaybridge.Anewbuildingwas constructed tohouse theEBToffices anda
passenger station,whichbears thenameof theneighboring townof Orbisonia.

In 1919, theEBTwaspurchasedbyMadeira,Hill&Company (MHC).AtMt.Union,MHCestablished a
coal cleaningplant anda"timber transfer."Originally, the timber transferwasused to transferwood from
narrow to standardgauge cars. Later, the timber transferwasused to change the trucksunder standardgauge
cars tomoveon theEBTrails. In 1938, afterMHC'sbankruptcy, bondholders reorganized the company as the
Rockhill CoalCompany.AfterWorldWar II, rising labor costs, crippling strikes, diminishing coal deposits and
adecreasingmarket took their toll on theEBT.Finally, inApril 1956, the last coal runwasmade toMt.Union.

Soonafter closing, theKovalchick SalvageCompanyof Indiana, PAbought the railroad andall its assets. In
1960, passenger servicewas restored to celebrate thebicentennials of Orbisonia andRockhill. TheEBTwas
designated aNationalHistoricLandmark in 1964 and remains the only original 3' narrowgauge railroad still
operating in theEast.
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Directions
FromI80
Fromwest or east, take exit 161 and followRt. 26 south to
Huntingdon.Next, takeRt. 22East toMt.Union.AtMt.
Union, take a right ontoRt. 522 south toOrbisonia.At the
traffic light, take a right hand turnontoRt. 994 across the
BlacklogCreek.Within a few tenths of amile youwill see the
Orbisonia stationon your right and the roundhouse and shops
on your left.

From thePATurnpike
Fromwest or east, take exit 180 atFt. Littleton. FollowRt. 522
north toOrbisonia.At the traffic light, take a left ontoRt. 994
across theBlacklogCreek.Within a few tenths of amile you
will see theOrbisonia stationon your right and the
roundhouse and shops on your left.

Hours andSchedule:
TheEBT is open to tourists onSaturdays andSundays from
the firstweekend in June through the lastweekend inOctober.
Steam trains departOrbisonia Station at 11 am, 1 pm, and3
pm.Thegift shop inside the station is open from10:00 am to
4:20 pm.Your relaxing ride through fields and forestswill last
about 1 hour.

PLEASE VISIT
THE E.B.T.WEBSITE

WWW.EBTRR.COM

For info on upcoming events, up-to-date news,
morehistory, photos, equipment roster, area

accomodations,manyother local attractions, and
other details about the railroad, visit

TicketFares,Hours&Schedule&Directions
TicketFares
Coach:Adult $10.00,Child (2-11 yrs) $7.00 (add $1 forFirstClass orCaboose)
AllDayPass:Adult $28.00,Child (2-11 yrs) $20.00
GroupRate;Coach:Adult $9.50,Child (2-11 yrs) $6.50 (add $1 forFirstClass or
Caboose)

Childrenunder 2 years of age ride free.
Attention:TheEBTdoesnot accept credit cards at this time.
ShopTours are available for groups of 20 ormore for $7.00 each.

Approximate
TravelTimes
Altoona, PA 1.5hr
Harrisburg, PA 1.5hr
Strasburg, PA2.5hr
Pittsburgh,PA3hr
Washington,DC3hr
Baltimore,MD3hr
Philadelphia, PA3.5hr
Scranton,PA4hr
NewYork,NY5hr
Columbus,OH5.5hr
Cleveland,OH5.5hr
Detroit,MI 8.5hr
Raleigh,NC8.5hr
Boston,MA9hr
Montreal,QC11hr
Chicago, IL 11.5hr
St. Louis,MO14hr
Memphis,TN17hr


